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As the climate continues to change, more and more Concordia students are getting involved in

climate action. Concordia senior, Abigayle Reese, is one of these students. She has become an active

member of Friends of the Earth, an organization that strives to build a more healthy and just world

through an intersectional approach. The organization aligned with Abigayle's values as she has a

 

Don't Trash Our Future
This February and March, Concordia is once again taking

part in the national recycling competition RecycleMania.

RecycleMania is a friendly competition between colleges

and universities to promote reduction in waste through

campus activities, events, and awareness. The Office of

Sustainability has been hard at work collaborating with

interns and staff to create and implement events and

outreach to push a recycling narrative. The team has

been meeting every week to plan events such as atrium

tabling with recycling quizzes to engage the campus and

give out reusable swag.  Rather than creating major

events, the team has decided to do subtle pushes in

 

passion for combating climate change and believes strongly in

the intersectional mission of Friends of the Earth, which

focuses on the complex identities of those working towards a

better world. Through Abigayle’s involvement, she has become

civically active by confronting lawmakers, speaking at national

events, and working towards stopping pipelines in Minnesota.

In tandem with action, Abigayle is working towards declaring

a climate emergency in Minnesota. Through her involvement

with climate action, Abigayle has found that sustainability lies

within living and thriving in a way that is long lasting with

minimal impact to the environment. It is thinking about how

your actions impact the future and what the results of your

actions will be.
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Environmental Activist Finds Home in Friends of the Earth

Carbon Free Concordia 

Learn about about climate change

Talk about climate change and ideas

about how we might respond.

Act to reduce your carbon footprint.

Did you know that Concordia is going

carbon-free? When President Craft signed

the Climate Commitment in 2017, the

college began a three-year journey to

develop a Climate Action Plan. This plan,

which will be completed in January of 2021,

will provide a road map toward carbon

neutrality. Reaching this goal will involve

both college level and individual level action.

Carbon-Free Concordia encourages everyone

at Concordia to get involved in three key

ways:

 

1.

2.

3.

 

Keep an eye out for this logo and ways to get

involved in Carbon-Free Concordia!

 language and outreach to

support recycling on campus.

The slogan for the project has

been, "RecycleMania: Don't Trash

Our Future," a message that has

been seeping through the recent

climate change movement. Keep

your eyes out for more

information as this event

continues into March and as we

plan future events to help

encourage recycling on campus!



Sustainability Student Leader
of the Month: 
Maddie Harvala 

Coming up!

Creating a More Resilient
Moorhead

@cordsustainability

Concordia College

Sustainability

FOLLOW US!
2/26 Women in Business Sustainability Panel, 

2/27-2/28 TNW Food Drive Collection in the Atrium

March: Recyclemania continues!

4/2-4/5 Concordia Bike Days

7-8 pm at Emerging Prairie, Downtown Fargo

Wanted: 2020-2021
Sustainability Interns!

In the last months, Concordia faculty and

staff have been taking part in a local

initiative to make Moorhead more resilient

in the face of climate change. Spearheaded

by Concordia faculty, Dr. Ken Foster, the

task force has been working on various

projects and initiatives to address social

inequity in relation to climate change. The

task force was recently awarded a Bush

Foundation grant of $207,000 to help with

collaborative community problem-solving.

To ensure a more resilient community is

formed, the task force has created five

working groups with Concordia

involvement in all five. The working groups

tackle social equity and governance, health

and wellness, ecosystem services,

infrastructure, and economic health and

preparedness. The Task Force has

continued campus involvement by

partnering with students in the

Communication department to create

strategies to spread the message about the

work the Resilience Task Force is doing.

Concordia student involvement not only

creates learning opportunities, but also

supports the task force in developing  goals

and plans for community action in the face

of climate change.

 

 

Interested in Sustainability and want to be a

part of a team dedicated to promoting

Sustainability at Concordia? The Office of

Sustainability will be hiring their 2020-2021

Interns this spring. The intern program

consists of 9 positions ranging from program

coordination, organic gardening,

communication and social media to

working with EcoReps. If you are interested,

keep your eyes peeled for applications being

posted on Handshake in early March!

 

 

This month's

Sustainability Student of

the Month is Concordia

senior, Maddie Harvala.

Maddie is majoring in

Global Studies and

Political Science with a

minor in Communication

Studies and has been

involved in sustainability

on campus through

sitting on the SGA

sustainability student

committee during her

last two semesters on 

campus. Maddie studied sustainability and

development in Costa Rica during the 2019 fall

semester, and gained an entirely new perspective on

sustainability from her time in a new part of the world.

While there she volunteered and lived on an organic

farm in the Cartago province of Costa Rica, where she

learned about different kinds of compost, raising

animals, growing food, permaculture, and social

sustainability. Maddie currently lives in the Ecohouse

with amazing and talented roommates! She is

interested in studying sustainability to learn more

about how she fits into global systems that affect the

planet we live on. Maddie desires to live her life in a

way that will create a positive impact on the planet

and those around her. This includes personal choices

she makes such as what she eats, who she votes for,

and where she spends money. It also requires a

consideration of how interconnected

environmentalism is in the global capitalist system

and in our culture of patriarchy, racism, and other

forms of structural violence. To Maddie, sustainability is

considering actions in their context. It is not using

more than is available, and doing so by discerning the

true impacts of our actions. It includes consideration of

all of the intersections of life; it doesn't let you

compartmentalize. Sustainability, ideally, provides a

way of life that emphasizes balance and not overuse

and degradation, be that environmental, emotional, or

anything else.


